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Executive Summary 

English executive summary 

 

“International comparative analysis of the Veterinary Doctors’ educational framework in 
terms of communication” 

 

Let us present the international comparative analysis of the educational system of Medical 
Veterinary Doctors of the European countries participating in the project.  

The analysis presents information, statistical data, referring to medical veterinary education 
and available information on areas of specialisation. It also contains information on issues in 
the area of communication skills development for veterinary doctors, formulated in the form 
of analysis of the educational system of Veterinary Medical Doctors in European countries 
participating in the project.  

One of the main conclusions resulting from the comparative analysing of educational 
systems is the fact, that specific communication doctor-keeper skills are not taught as 
separated courses at the universities analysed, especially in the obligatory study 
programmes dedicated to veterinary doctors.  

It is worth pointing out that in all countries researched there is a steady increase on the 
number of graduate veterinary doctors in order to cover the growing needs of the European 
market. Furthermore, it can be observed that there is a solid trend on the gender percentage 
analogy, pointing out that more female veterinary doctors enter the universities in all 
countries and in Europe in general. There is also constant grow of the economical scale of 
the veterinary service , number of practises as well as  veterinary offices and clinics.   

The research was conducted in four European countries by KIKO Educational Solutions from 
Poland, Charakis Research & Consulting from Cyprus and SYNOLIC from Greece - a team of 
international experts and institutions specialised in communication, education and with 
international dimension, selected for trans-European analysis for developing and enhancing 
the communication skills for medical veterinary doctors. 

The international research is a part of the innovative project co-funded by the ERASMUS+ 
Program of the European Union titled “Developing communication competences among 
veterinary doctors” (with acronym COMVET). 

The main target of the project is to create the training programme and methodology – 
curriculum for practising medical veterinary doctors in the subject of communication with 
the client - animal owners/keeper.  
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Polish executive summary 

„Międzynarodowa analiza porównawcza ram edukacyjnych lekarzy weterynarii w zakresie 
komunikacji" 

 

Przedstawiamy międzynarodową analizę porównawczą systemów edukacyjnych lekarzy 
weterynarii w kontekście komunikacji interpersonalnej lekarz-klient- opiekun zwierzęcia, w 
krajach Unii Europejskiej uczestniczących w projekcie. 

Analiza zawiera informacje, dane statystyczne, odnoszące się do kształcenia na uczelniach 
wyższych lekarzy weterynarii oraz dostępne informacje na temat specjalizacji. Zawiera także 
informacje o zagadnieniach z obszaru rozwoju umiejętności komunikacyjnych dla lekarzy 
weterynarii, sformułowane w formie analizy systemów edukacyjnych lekarzy weterynarii w 
krajach europejskich uczestniczących w projekcie w projekcie. 

Jednym z głównych wniosków wynikających z analizy porównawczej systemów edukacyjnych 
na analizowanych uczelniach jest fakt, że specyficzne umiejętności z zakresu komunikacji 
interpersonalnej lekarz - klient (opiekun zwierzęcia), nie są nauczane jako oddzielne kursy, 
zwłaszcza w obligatoryjnych programach studiów dedykowanych dla lekarzy weterynarii. 

Warto zauważyć, że we wszystkich badanych krajach obserwuje się stały wzrost liczby 
absolwentów weterynarii co pokrywa się z rosnącymi potrzebami rynku europejskiego. 
Istnieje wyraźna tendencja, analogiczna do wzrostu liczby lekarzy weterynarii, feminizacji 
zawodu lekarza weterynarii. We wszystkich krajach Unii Europejskiej z roku na rok więcej 
kobiet lekarzy weterynarii kończy studia z zakresu medycyny weterynaryjnej. 

Do przeprowadzenia transeuropejskiej analizy nauczania i rozwijania umiejętności 
komunikacyjnych lekarzy weterynarii stworzono międzynarodowy zespół ekspertów i 
instytucji specjalizujących się m.in.: w edukacji dorosłych i komunikacji, o wymiarze 

międzynarodowym. W skład zespołu weszli: KIKO Educational Solutions z Polski, Charakis 
Research & Consulting z Cypru i SYNOLIC z Grecji – zespół doświadczonych instytucji w 
obszarze międzynarodowej edukacji dorosłych i edukacji zawodowej.  

Międzynarodowe badania realizowane są w ramach innowacyjnego projektu 
współfinansowanego ze środków Programu ERASMUS+ Unii Europejskiej, pt. "Rozwijanie 
kompetencji komunikacyjnych wśród lekarzy weterynarii" (akronim COMVET). 

Głównym celem projektu jest stworzenie programu szkolenia wraz z metodologią dla 
praktykujących lekarzy weterynarii w zakresie komunikacji z klientem – 
właścicielem/opiekunem zwierzęcia.  
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Greek & Cypriot executive summary 

 

«Ευρωπαϊκή συγκριτική ανάλυση στα πλαίσια της εκπαίδευσης Κτηνιάτρων σε θέματα  
επικοινωνίας με τους ασθενής τους» 

 

Η έκθεση παρουσιάζει πληροφορίες και στατιστικά δεδομένα και ευρήματα από 
εξειδικευμένα εκπαιδευτικά προγράμματα πάνω στην ανάπτυξη δεξιοτήτων επικοινωνίας 
για του κτηνιάτρους καθώς και το εκπαιδευτικό σύστημα από τα Πανεπιστήμια Κτηνιάτρων 
από τις χώρες της Ευρωπαϊκής Ένωσης που συμμετέχουν στο πρόγραμμα.  

Ένα χαρακτηριστικό συμπέρασμα της ανάλυσης είναι δεν υπάρχει άμεση & εξειδικευμένη 
εκπαίδευση των κτηνιάτρων σε θέματα επικοινωνίας με τους ιδιοκτήτες των ζώων.  

Είναι αξιοσημείωτο ο,τι σε όλες τις, εν έρευνα, χώρες υπάρχει μια σταθερή αύξηση της 
ανάγκης Κτηνιάτρων για να καλύψουν τις αυξανόμενες ανάγκες που παρατηρούνται. 
Πρόσθετα, πρέπει να αναφέρουμε ότι τα τελευταία χρόνια, σε όλες τις χώρες, παρατηρείτε 
μια μεταβολή στο φύλλο των σπουδαστών, από άνδρες σε γυναίκες.  

Η έρευνα έχει διεξαχθεί υπό την αιγίδα της ΕΕ και του προγράμματος Erasmus+. Ο τρόπος 
επιλογής των εταιρειών να διεξάγουν τη σχετική ερευνά, έγινε βάση της εξειδίκευσης τους 
σε θέματα επικοινωνίας και ειδικών συστημάτων ανάπτυξης του δυναμικού των 
ανθρώπων.  

Οι εταιρείες/ιδρύματα είναι οι KIKO Educational Solutions από την Πολωνία, Charakis 
Research & Consulting από τη Κύπρο και SYNOLIC® από την Ελλάδα. 

Η έκθεση της έρευνας αποτελεί μέρος του καινοτόμου έργου που συγχρηματοδοτείται από 
την Ευρωπαϊκή Ένωση με τίτλο «Ανάπτυξη δεξιοτήτων επικοινωνίας Κτηνιάτρων" και 
ακρωνύμιο COMVET. 

Ο κύριος στόχος του έργου είναι η δημιουργία ενός εξειδικευμένου εκπαιδευτικού 
προγράμματος με σκοπό να εξελίξει τις ικανότητες επικοινωνίας των κτηνιάτρων με τους 
ιδιοκτήτες ζώων (παραγωγής & συντροφιάς). 
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I. Report on the Polish Educational system framework for 
Veterinary Doctors 

 

1. Statistical data on veterinary doctors in Poland 

Across the Europe there is over 243’000 veterinary doctors that take care of more than 157’000’000 

companion animals and 347 million of cattle, ship, pigs and goats (source: FVE Report of the 

Veterinary Profession in  Europe, 2015)   

In accordance to The FVE Report of the Veterinary Profession in  Europe (2015), the number of 

professionally active veterinary doctors in Poland in year 2015 was 9’500 veterinarians.  

To obtain the title of veterinary doctor and further to license to practice, the person has to complete 

the studies at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine. In order to get the right to practice in Poland, a 

graduated veterinary doctor shall receive the right to practice as the professional veterinary doctor, 

which is issued by the District Medical and Veterinary Council.  

 

Statistical data on veterinary doctors in Poland 
 

Number of veterinary doctors with the right to practise  over 9’500 

Number of inhabitants in 2017 38’433’000 

Number of veterinary doctors per 1000 inhabitants  0,25 

The table was created based on data from FVE Report of the Veterinary Profession in  Europe, 2015. 

 

The number of actively practising veterinary doctors in Poland has been estimated on the level of 

9’500 veterinary doctors in year 2015. The number of veterinary doctors per 1000 inhabitants is 0,25 

which is not very high score in comparison to other countries in European Union.  
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Age of veterinary doctors in Poland  

 

Age <30 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65+ 

Parcentage % 17 18 9 7 9 9 21 6 4 

The table was created based on data from FVE Report of the Veterinary Profession in  Europe, 2015 

The age distribution of veterinary doctors presents indicates the biggest group of practising 

veterinary doctors of the age of below 30 and 30-34 which consist of 35% of the total population. 

The group of veterinary doctors of age between 35 and 49 years old constitute of 25 %. The group of 

age 50-64 consist of 36% of the whole population. This distribution of age of practising veterinary 

doctors may lead to the conclusion on the forthcoming generation shift in practising veterinary 

doctors in the nearest future.   

 

Number of enterprises operating in the field of veterinary services according to the expected 

number of employees 

Number of 

emloyees 

Years \  

Total  

number  

 

0-9 

 

10-49 

 

50-249 

 

250-1000+ 

31.12.2015 10’261 10’195 66 0 0 

31.12.2016 10’388 10’323 65 0 0 

The table was created based on data from The Report on the structural changes of the national economy entitles in regon 
register, the Republic of Poland 2017, The Main Statistical Office. 

 

Type of medical veterinary practise enterprise  

 

 

Years 

 

 

Total 

number of 

enterprises 

 

 

State 

own 

 

Partnerships 

 

 

 

Cooperatives 

Physical persons 
running  

economic  
activity  

Commercial 
company 

Civil 
Partnership  

31.12.2015 10’261 0 1’456 162 1 8’794 

31.12.2016 10’388 0 1’487 179 1 8’891 

Increase 
between 

2015-2016 

127 0 17 14 0 97 

The table was created based on data from The Report on the structural changes of the national economy entitles in regon 
register, the Republic of Poland 2017, The Main Statistical Office, OECD Report. 
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The number of veterinary enterprises is increasing from year to year. The rising trend is stable and 

has been observed for the last several years. The majority of veterinary enterprises running 

veterinary services are physical persons running economic  activity, and their number is growing from 

year to year. The second type of medical veterinary practise enterprise in terms of number of 

veterinary services enterprises is private partnership - commercial company and third type of 

partnership is civil partnership.  The rising trend in the number of veterinary enterprises has been 

observed in all legal types of enterprises (except 1 enterprise in the form of cooperative).  

Price index of non-consumer goods and services – for veterinary services in Poland  

 

Service\ year 

2014 2015 2016 

previous year=100 2000= 
=100 

2005= 
=100 

2010= 
=100 

Veterinary services 
101,8 101,0 100,6 155,4 122,2 110,5 

The table was created based on data from The Statistical yearbook of the Republic of Poland 2017, The Main Statistical 
Office  

The average prices of veterinary services has been slightly changing through last years. The 

differences in prices between year 2000 and 2016, as well as 2005 and 2016 and 2010 and 2016 are 

plus but level of difference for the last period years 2010 and 2016 is not very high. For last 3 years 

can be observed the upward trend in prices from year to year, but the difference is very slightly. It 

may come to the conclusion that price increase not covers the inflation rate. This situation may lead 

to decrease of economical profitability of veterinary services with increase of number of veterinary 

enterprises in the same time. It can cause very competitive environment for practising veterinary 

doctors in forthcoming years.  

2. Statistical data on students and graduates in veterinary medicine in 

Poland 

In recent years intake for the first year of study at the veterinary medicine in Poland 

amounted to approx. 5300 listeners. In 2016 year 675 persons received the diploma of the 

Veterinary Doctor (The report on The Students and Graduates in the Higher Education in Poland, the 

Main Statistic Office, data for the November 2016 , see the table below). 
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Statistics on students and graduates in veterinary medicine in Poland 

 

Number of inhabitants in millions in Poland 38,433 

Number of veterinary medicine students in 2016 5’504 

Number of students/thousand of inhabitants 0,14 

Number of foreign veterinary students in 2016 451 

Number of universities with the Veterinary Faculty in 2017 6 

Public universities with veterinary faculties 6 

Private universities with veterinary faculties 0 

Number of graduates in 2016 675 

Percentage of women in studies 74,81% 

Time of study in years 5,5 

The table was created based on data from: “The report on The Students and Graduates in the Higher 

Education in Poland, the Main Statistic Office, initial data for the November 2016”, “The Report Higher 

Education Institutions and their finances in year 2016”, the Main Statistic Office.  

 

Statistics on students and graduates in veterinary 

medicine in Poland 

 

Grand total 

 

of which 

female 

Students of veterinary medicine (including foreign 

students) year 2016 

5’504 4’186 

Foreign students of veterinary medicine year 2016 451 329 

Graduates in academic year 2015/2016 675 505 

Graduates among foreign students academic year 

2015/2016 

43 31 

The table was created based on data from The Report Higher Education Institutions and their finances 
in year 2016”, the Main Statistic Office, Poland. 
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3. Education system on veterinary medicine in Poland 

To obtain the title of veterinary doctor and further to license to practice, the person has to 

complete the studies at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine (Polish: Wydział medycyny 

weterynaryjnej). For detailed description of the educational system in veterinary medicine in 

Poland please refer to the next points in this section. 

A veterinary doctor applying for the right to practice as the professional veterinary doctor as 

well as simultaneously enrolling in the register of members of the Regional (District) Medical 

and Veterinary Chamber, for this purpose, submits an application to the Regional Medical 

and Veterinary Council in which she/he intends to practice. In addition, veterinary doctor 

submits relevant documents (annexes) stating that he fulfils the requirements set out in the 

Law of 21 December 1990 on the Profession of veterinary surgeon and veterinary-medical 

chambers. 

The right to practice as a veterinary medical doctor is granted by the District Medical and 

Veterinary Council competent for the place where the profession will be performed, after 

determining that the person making the application and the appropriate attachments 

comply with the following requirements: 

1) is a Polish citizen, 

2) has a diploma of a veterinary doctor issued by the Polish University, 

3) has full legal capacity; 

4) is able, due to his health, to practice as a veterinary doctor, 

5) shows an impeccable ethical attitude, 

6) has not been deprived of public rights by a valid court verdict. 

3.1. Formal rules of study 

• Duration of study: 5,5 years (11 semesters ) 

• Mode of study: stationary (public funding) or non-stationary (private funding) 

• Entering exam: no (for details of the recruitment please refer to the next point) 



13 
 

• Recruitment procedure: it is based on the results of Matura Exam/IB – Baccalaureate and 

depend on the Faculty and University (subjects: chemistry, biology, depending on the 

university which of them are required) 

3.2. Existing universities educating on veterinary medicine in Poland 

In Poland there are 7 veterinary education establishments based at the universities (all of 

them are public) that offer the high education on the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine: 

 A Veterinary School was founded at the University of Life Sciences in Warsaw in year 

1824, becoming a College of Veterinary Medicine in 1889 and transformed into the 

Faculty of Veterinary Medicine in 1927. The Faculty of Veterinary Medicine is a part 

of  the Warsaw University of Life Science (SGGW).  

 The Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Marie Skłodowska-

Curie in Lublin was founded in 1944 and has become a Veterinary Faculty within the 

Agricultural University since year 1955.  

 The Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Life Sciences in Wrocław was 

founded in year 1945.  

 The Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Warmia and Mazury in 

Olsztyn was established in 1966 year. 

 University Centre of Veterinary Medicine at the  Jagiellonian University and 

Agriculture University in Kraków founded in year 2010.  

 The Institute of Veterinary Medicine in the Department of Animal Science at the 

University of Life Sciences in Poznan was founded in 2011. The Faculty has changed 

its name and became the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Science in 

March 2015. 

 The Intercollegiate Centre of Veterinary Medicine of Mikolaj Copernicus University a 

in Torun, the University of Technology and Life Sciences of J.J. Śniadeckich in 

Bydgoszcz and the University of Kazimierz the Great in Bydgoszcz, has been officially 

http://wmw.sggw.pl/en/
http://www.up.lublin.pl/weterynaria/
http://www.up.wroc.pl/faculties/401/the_faculty_of_veterinary_medicine.html
http://wet.uwm.edu.pl/
http://www1.up.poznan.pl/animal/
http://wet.ur.krakow.pl/
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniwersytet_Miko%C5%82aja_Kopernika_w_Toruniu
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniwersytet_Miko%C5%82aja_Kopernika_w_Toruniu
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established in December 2017. The Centre is not operating, is planned to be opened 

as a Faculty of Veterinary Medicine in year 2018.  

3.3. Medical veterinary education on communication  

There are some courses that concern management and to some extend rather general 

communication or marketing. Some of them are obligatory and some of them not (they are 

elective/facultative courses). 

 Obligatory courses: 

o Management of the treatment facility for animals / veterinary office (1 

University)  

 

 Facultative (non-obligatory) courses: 

o Psychology (2 Universities, 1st year of studies) 

o Negotiations (1 University, 1st  year of studies) 

o Management of Veterinary Office. (2 Universities, 6th year of studies, programme 

consist of 30 h of lectures , one of the very many subjects mentioned during lectures 

is working with the client) 

o Marketing in a veterinary practise. One of the very many subjects mentioned during 

lectures is general communication with the client.(1 University, 5th year of studies)  

o  Marketing and management. (1 University, 3 rd year of studies) 

3.4. Obligatory practice 

During the studies obligatory practical training for each student is to carry out practice and 

internship (some of practices are carried out during the holiday season as a part of the 

practical work). Detailed rules, number of hours of each practise and form of apprenticeship 

depend on particular universities. 

Below are presented information on fields of the obligatory practical training. Please bear in 

mind that final number of hours and scope of the practise depends on each Faculty and each 

University.  
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Fields of the obligatory practical training of veterinary doctors during studies 

 

Breeding practise  after 2nd year of 

study 

80 hours 

Clinical practice 1 VIII semester after 

4th year of study 

160 hours 

Practice in the veterinary inspection  VIII semester, after 

4th year of study 

80 hours 

Clinical practice 2  X semester, after 5th 

year of study 

160 hours 

Practice in the veterinary inspection 2 X semester, after 5th  

year of study 

80 hours 

Internship - practise on equine diseases  after XI semester 6th  

year of study 

60 hours  

or 45 hours 

Internship - practise on diseases of farm 

animals 

after XI semester 6th  

year of study 

60 hours  

or 45 hours 

Internship - practise on disease of dogs  

and cats  

after XI semester 6th  

year of study 

60 hours  

or 45 hours 

Internship - practise on diseases of birds  after XI semester 6th  

year of study 

30 hours 

 

3.5. Final exam 

In Poland there is no national final exam that shall be passed at the end of the whole studies. 

4. Postgraduate education for veterinary medical doctors in Poland 

Postgraduate education includes public and commercial courses and trainings for veterinary 

medical doctors in Poland. 

 

Speciality studies are all paid. Specialization studies are conducted in the form of post-

graduate studies. The studies are realised according to the rules set by the Specialist 

Veterinary Services Committee.  
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Fields of speciality that are available in the Polish educational system for veterinary 

medical doctors (in line with Regulation of the Minister of Agriculture and Food Economy 

of 28 November 1994 regarding the mode and detailed rules for obtaining the title of a 

specialist by a veterinary doctor,  Dz. U. 1994 nr 131 poz. 667 z późn. zm.): 

 Specialization 1. Diseases of ruminants, 

 Specialization 2. Diseases of horses, 

 Specialization 3. Diseases of swine, 

 Specialization 4. Diseases of dogs and cats, 

 Specialization 5. Diseases of poultry and decorative birds, 

 Specialization 6. Diseases of fur animals, 

 Specialization 7. Use and pathology of laboratory animals, 

 Specialization 8. Fish diseases, 

 Specialization 9. Diseases of useful insects, 

 Specialization 10. Diseases of non-domestic animals, 

 Specialization 11. Animal reproduction, 

 Specialization 12. Veterinary surgery,  

 Specialization 13. Veterinary radiology, 

 Specialization 14. Veterinary prevention and hygiene of feeding-stuffs, 

 Specialization 15. Hygiene of slaughter animals and food of animal origin, 

 Specialization 16. Veterinary laboratory diagnostics, 

 Specialization 17. Epizootiology and veterinary administration. 

Duration of the speciality course: 

The duration of the speciality post-graduate studies varies from 4 till 6 semesters and it 

depends on the subject of the speciality.  

Below please find examples of veterinary speciality studies/courses’ duration:  

 Veterinary surgery. Duration: 6 semesters  

 Diseases of dogs and cats. Duration: 6 semesters  

 Diseases of poultry and decorative birds. Duration: 4 semesters  

 Diseases of useful insects. Duration: 4 semesters  
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 Diseases of ruminants. Duration: 5 semesters  

 Epizootiology and veterinary administration. Duration: 5 semesters  

 Hygiene of slaughter animals and food of animal origin. Duration: 4 semesters  

 Animal reproduction. Duration: 5 semesters   

 Veterinary laboratory diagnostics. Duration: 4 semesters 

 Diseases of non-domesticated animals. Duration: 4 semesters 

The speciality studies are all paid. Specialization studies are conducted according to the rules 

set by the Specialist Veterinary Services Committee. Participants of the studies may be 

graduates of the Veterinary Medicine Faculties with at least two years of professional 

experience. A veterinary doctor may apply for the title of specialist after completing 

specialized training according to the program established by the Commission and passing the 

specialization exam.  

Legal basis: The Law (Act) of 21 December 1990 on the profession of veterinary doctor and 

medical-veterinary chambers, the Regulation of the Minister of Agriculture and Food 

Economy of November 28, 1994 on the mode and detailed rules for obtaining the title of 

specialist by a veterinary doctor (Dz. U. of December 15, 1994). 

The medical veterinary doctor that successfully graduates speciality studies, obtains the title 

of specialist in the field covered by that course.  

 

 

 

 
Students 

2015/2016 

 
Students 

2016/2017 

certificates 
issued 

to 
students 
2014/15 

certificates 
issued 

to 
students 
2015/16 

Number of students of Post-

graduates studies in veterinary 

1’004 308 333 111 

 

The table was created based on data from: “The report on The Students and Graduates in the Higher 

Education in Poland, the Main Statistic Office, initial data for the November 2016”, “The Report Higher 

Education Institutions and their finances in year 2016”, the Main Statistic Office.  
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Number of specialists among veterinary doctors according to the field of speciality – 
till 31.01.2018 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The table was created based on data from: Krajowa Izba Lekarsko - Weterynaryjna, 01.02.2018,  
http://www.vetpol.org.pl/lista-lekarzy-weterynarii-specjalistow  

Field of veterinary speciality in Poland Number of veterinary 

doctors 

Diseases of ruminants 396 

Diseases of horses 247 

Diseases of swine 457 

Diseases of dogs and cats 1297 

Diseases of poultry and decorative birds 449 

Diseases of fur animals 37 

Use and pathology of laboratory animals 48 

Fish diseases 88 

Diseases of useful insects 61 

Diseases of non-domestic animals 129 

Animal reproduction 522 

Veterinary surgery 778 

Veterinary radiology 203 

Veterinary prevention and hygiene of 
feeding-stuffs 

147 

Hygiene of slaughter animals and food of 
animal origin 

1912 

Veterinary laboratory diagnostics 191 

Epizootiology and veterinary administration 1120 

http://www.vetpol.org.pl/lista-lekarzy-weterynarii-specjalistow


19 
 

5. Sourced of information/ Appendix 

 FVE Report of the Veterinary Profession in  Europe, 2015 

 The Report on the structural changes of the national economy entitles in regon 

register, the Republic of Poland 2017, The Main Statistical Office 

 The Statistical yearbook of the Republic of Poland 2017, The Main Statistical Office  

 The report on The Students and Graduates in the Higher Education in Poland, the 

Main Statistic Office, initial data for the November 2016”,  

 “The Report Higher Education Institutions and their finances in year 2016”, the Main 

Statistic Office, 

 The Law (Act) of 21 December 1990 on the profession of veterinary doctor and 

veterinary-medical chambers (Dz.U. 1991 nr 8 poz. 27) 

 The Regulation of the Minister of Agriculture and Food Economy of November 28, 

1994 on the mode and detailed rules for obtaining the title of specialist by a 

veterinary doctor (Dz. U. of December 15, 1994). 

 Data obtained from the Polish National Medical-Veterinary Chamber (pol. Krajowa 

Izba Lekarsko – Weterynaryjna), 01.02.2018,   
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II. Report on the Cypriot Educational system framework for 
Veterinary Doctors 

1. Statistical data on Veterinary Professionals in Cyprus 

The data and statistics that are shown below are mainly from the official veterinary registry 

sent to us from the Public Veterinary Services. It’s important to say that the official registry 

of Veterinary doctors in Cyprus shows the number of official registered Veterinary doctors 

without clarifying which of them are active and operating in the Private Sector. An estimated 

number of active veterinary doctors is assumed to be 258 doctors, which is the number of 

members of the Cyprus Veterinary Association. Some of those veterinary doctors are 

employed in the governmental sector and some in the private sector. In the private sector 

there are over 68 private clinics of which 80% deal only with the companion animals, while 

the remaining 20% deals with both, producing animals and pets.  

Below is presented the number of medical Veterinary Doctors in Cyprus, registered in the 

Officially Registry of VETS, sorted by the last seven decades. 

Decade Number of Registered 

Veterinary Doctors 

Percentage % 

1950-1959 1 0% 

1960-1969 17 4% 

1970-1979 128 25% 

1980-1989 22 4% 

1990-1999 35 7% 

2000-2009 135 27% 

2010-2017 168 33% 

Total 506 100% 

 Source: Registry of Veterinary doctors in Cyprus. 

It comes out  from the above table, that the profession of Veterinary Doctors in the last two 

decades has a substantial growth in Cyprus, as more than half of the registered veterinary 

doctors (303 of the total 506) were registered between year 2000 & 2017.  
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The Graph bellow presents the percentage analysis of the registration of Veterinary Doctors 

in Cyprus of the last seven decades. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also find specific division of veterinary practices across the Cyprus regions. The 

following analysis presents the number of Veterinary Doctors related to each Cyprus region 

 
The table was created based on data from: the official data from statistical service of Cyprus 
http://www.mof.gov.cy/mof/cystat/statistics.nsf/All/3D52D8F17C418CFAC2257EEA00346671/$file/POPULATION_CENSUS-2011_VolI-EL-
261015.pdf?OpenElement  

 

The overwhelming majority of registered veterinary doctors  are in the Nicosia province as it 

is the largest province of Cyprus. Additionally, on average each veterinary doctor in Nicosia 

serves 1.433 inhabitants, in Limassol 2.306, in Paphos 1.736 and in Larnaca and Paralimni 

2.267.  The numerical difference between Nicosia and the rest of the provinces we assumed 

Province /Region Number of inhabitants Number of 
Registered 

Veterinary Doctors 

Inhabitants per 
Veterinarian 

Nicosia 334.120 233 1433 
 

Limassol 239.842 104 2306 
 

Paphos 90.295 52 1736 
 

Larnaca & Paralimni 192,703 85 2267 
 

Total 856 960 506 1530 
 

http://www.mof.gov.cy/mof/cystat/statistics.nsf/All/3D52D8F17C418CFAC2257EEA00346671/$file/POPULATION_CENSUS-2011_VolI-EL-261015.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.mof.gov.cy/mof/cystat/statistics.nsf/All/3D52D8F17C418CFAC2257EEA00346671/$file/POPULATION_CENSUS-2011_VolI-EL-261015.pdf?OpenElement
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that lies in the fact that an important number of public Veterinary doctors are employed in 

the Capital of Cyprus. 

1.1 Gender of professionally licensed veterinary doctors in Cyprus. 

 

The gender analysis of Veterinary Doctors in Cyprus (collected by the Public Veterinary 

Services) indicates that the majority of Veterinary Doctors is male with 76% of the total 

number and 24% female. From the analysis it appeared that about 385 veterinary doctors 

are men and about 121 veterinary doctors are female.  

 

 

 

 

 

Registry of Veterinary doctors in Cyprus 2017 

Nevertheless, during the last two decades there is a slight shifting of this trend, with male veterinary 

doctors to consist the 64% of the total number and 36% of female vets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registry of Veterinary doctors in Cyprus 2017 
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2. Snapshot of Educational System of Higher Education in Cyprus 

2.1 Public Institutions  

The Republic of Cyprus today provides a quality and modern framework for the operation of 

three (3) Public Universities: 

• The University of Cyprus, with 8 Schools, based in Nicosia 

• Cyprus University of Technology with 6 Schools, based in Limassol 

• The Open University of Cyprus in which 3 Schools are fully committed to distance 

learning 

The three (3) Public Universities operate under the responsibility of the state, through their 

annual budgets, each having its own separate legislation. 

2.2 Private Institutions  

An important point regarding the development of higher education in Cyprus was the 

establishment and operation of the following (since 2007) five (5) Private Universities 

• Frederick University in which 6 Nicosia and 1 Limassol-based Schools operate 

• The European University of Cyprus, based in Nicosia, in which 6 Schools operate 

• Nicosia University with 6 Schools and Nicosia 

• The University of Neapolis, based in Paphos, with 4 Schools, and 

• University of UCLAN-Cyprus with 3 Schools and based in Larnaca 

At the same time, two (2) research institutes have been developed in Nicosia within the 

framework of the objective of promoting Cyprus as an international educational and 

research centre: 

• The School of Molecular Medicine at the Institute of Neurology and Genetics in 

Nicosia, which offers 4 Masters Courses and 3 PhDs. 

• The Postgraduate Studies School of the Cyprus Institute in Nicosia, which offers 2 

Masters Courses and 3 PhDs. 

In addition to universities and research institutes, Public and Private Higher Education 

Institutions also operate, covering local as well as international needs in the fields of 

academic and vocational curricula they provide. 
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In addition, since February 2012, Post-Graduate Vocational Education and Training Institutes 

(MIEEK) have been operating. MIEEK is a co-funded project by the European Social Fund and 

the Republic of Cyprus, which implement the European policy for a continuous relationship 

of European citizenship with the area of education and training, which is part of European 

Policy and offer high quality education and training programs training, two-year cycle, in 

developing sectors. 

2.3 Veterinary Studies in Cyprus 
 

In Cyprus, there are no degrees offered in Veterinary medicine studies. So, the veterinary 

doctors graduate solely from the universities abroad. There is one professional Qualification 

that covers some fields related to animal production in frame of the studies offered by the 

Institute of Professional Studies from Uclan College in Cyprus (Professional Diploma in 

Agriculture and Agribusiness – No official title from the diploma holder given by the College). 

The Professional Diploma in Agriculture/Agribusiness aims to provide students with the 

technical knowledge and practical skills required for a career in the Agriculture sector. 

Through this diploma, the Institute of Professional Studies aims to supply the sector with 

graduates who can lead and develop good agricultural practices with an ecological mind-set. 

Programme Structure: 
Module code ECTS 

Year 1: Core & Elective Modules 
 

AS100 Basic Chemistry and Biochemistry 5.0 

AS101 Cell Biology 5.0 

AS102 Agricultural Engineering, Health and Safety 10.0 

AS103 Farm Management and Good Agricultural Practices 10.0 

AS104 Soil and Water Science 5.0 

AS105 Common Agricultural Policy and EU Funding 5.0 

EF1100 English for Agriculture and Agribusiness 5.0 

AS111 Ruminant Husbandry 10.0 

AS112 Monogastric Animal Husbandry 10.0 

AS113 Plant Physiology 10.0 

AS114 Principles of Horticulture 10.0 

Year 2: Core & Pathway Modules 
 

ΑS201 On-Farm Practical Experience (I) 10.0 

ΑS202 On-Farm Practical Experience (II) 10.0 
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ΑS203 Advanced Agribusiness 10.0 

ΑS211 Crop Protection 10.0 

ΑS212 Introduction to Landscaping and Amenity Horticulture 5.0 

ΑS213 Ornamental Crop Production 5.0 

ΑS214 Fruit production and Orchards Management 5.0 

ΑS215 Vegetable Production 5.0 

ΑS216 Introduction to Hydroponics 5.0 

ΑS217 Advanced Hydroponics 5.0 

ΑS218 Viticulture and Introduction to Oenology 10.0 

ΑS219 Advanced Oenology, Wine Tasting and Other Spirits 10.0 

ΑS220 Forestry 10.0 

ΑS221 Advanced Landscaping 10.0 

AS230 Field Crop Production 10.0 

AS250 Animal Breeding and Genetics 5.0 

AS251 Animal Nutrition 5.0 

AS252 Bovine Husbandry 5.0 

AS253 Sheep and Goat Production 5.0 

AS254 Swine Production 5.0 

AS255 Poultry Production 5.0 

AS256 Dairy Processing 10.0 

AS257 Aquatic and Marine Biology 10.0 

AS258 Advanced Aquaculture 10.0 

http://www.uclancyprusips.ac.cy/agriculture-agribusiness/ 

The main educational sources of veterinary doctors practising in Cyprus   

In Cyprus Republic, despite the fact that veterinary practice has grown substantially the last 

two decades there are no university degrees available in veterinary studies. In order to have 

a clearer understanding of the syllabuses and structure of studies that the Cypriot Veterinary 

Doctors undertake, we set an analysis on which universities the doctors graduated and thus 

understand their exposure into various aspects of veterinary education. In doing so, we 

analysed data from both the Public Veterinary Services and the Ministry of Education and 

Culture of Cyprus.  

However the mass majority of Vet Professionals have graduated from Greece and 

particularly from Veterinary University (School) of Thessaloniki and University of Thessaly.  

Below is presented the major regions where the Vet Doctors graduated. 

http://www.uclancyprusips.ac.cy/agriculture-agribusiness/
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   Source: Registry of Veterinary doctors in Cyprus. 

The region of Central Europe Includes countries as Austria, Germany, Chez Republic, in East 

Europe countries as Poland, Hungary Ukraine, Belarus, Russia and in Balkans countries like 

Bulgaria, Romania and Serbia. 

 

Finally, it is worth mentioning, that In Cyprus a percentage of around 11% of veterinary 

doctors have an extra education on Master’s or PhD level. Due to limitation of available 

information, it is not possible to identify the specific subject of the masters or PhD degrees.  

3. License to practice the profession of Veterinary in Cyprus 
 

In order to carry on  the profession of Veterinary doctor  in the Republic of Cyprus it is 

necessary to register with the Veterinary Register of Cyprus maintained by the 

Commissioner of the Cyprus Veterinary Council. The Commissioner of the Veterinary Council 

of Cyprus is the respective Director of Veterinary Services. The Veterinary Council operates 

under the auspices of the Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and the Environment. 

“The profession of veterinary doctor includes, among others: the examination of animals for 

the diagnosis of diseases, the provision or recommendation of treatment in sick animals, 

animal surgery, the provision of veterinary advice or the issuing of veterinary prescriptions 

or certificates relating to matters of a veterinary nature, preparations or organic products 

and measures to prevent animal diseases or to improve animal health conditions, to carry 

out necropsy in animal carcasses, to inspect foodstuffs of animal origin As for finding health 

Greece: 273 
Central Europe: 91 
East Europe: 36 
Turkey: 20  
Balkans: 66 
Other: 20 
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and fitness for human consumption, taking samples from animals or animal corpses, 

environment, or from animal food for laboratory examinations and conducting laboratory 

analyzes and tests.”  

Source:  http://www.businessincyprus.gov.cy/mcit/psc/psc.nsf/All/efdff0646554994ec2257a0200218877?OpenDocument 

3.1 Obligatory practice 

In order to be allowed  to practice the veterinary profession in Cyprus, according to the law, 

Veterinary graduates have to practice under supervision of their profession for 9 months at a 

recognized veterinary clinic, either a recognized private clinic or a public service. 

If the professional veterinary doctor  after completing their studies, proven to have been 

specialized in a particular field of veterinary medicine for more than two years, the unified 

practice is not compulsory.[source: by the Official Legislation on the registration of veterinary surgeons] 

 

4. Sourced of information/ Appendix 

 Official Registry of Veterinary Doctors 

 Information obtained from the Veterinary Services (www.moa.gov.cy) 

 The Pancyprian Veterinary Association  (www.pvacyprus.com/) 

 The Cyprus Ministry of Education  (www.moec.gov.cy) 

 UCLAN University of Cyprus (http://www.uclancyprusips.ac.cy/agriculture-

agribusiness/) 

 The European Board of Veterinary Specialization     (ebvs.eu/countries/Cyprus) 

 The Cyprus Council of Recognition of Higher Education Qualifications 

(KY.S.A.T.S.) http://www.kysats.ac.cy/index.php/en/ 

 www.businessincyprus.gov.cy/mcit/psc/psc.nsf/All/efdff0646554994ec2257a020021

8877?OpenDocument 

 Official Legislation on the registration of veterinary surgeons 

 
 

http://www.businessincyprus.gov.cy/mcit/psc/psc.nsf/All/efdff0646554994ec2257a0200218877?OpenDocument
http://www.moec.gov.cy/
http://www.uclancyprusips.ac.cy/agriculture-agribusiness/
http://www.uclancyprusips.ac.cy/agriculture-agribusiness/
http://www.kysats.ac.cy/index.php/en/
http://www.businessincyprus.gov.cy/mcit/psc/psc.nsf/All/efdff0646554994ec2257a0200218877?OpenDocument
http://www.businessincyprus.gov.cy/mcit/psc/psc.nsf/All/efdff0646554994ec2257a0200218877?OpenDocument


28 
 

III. Report on the Greek Educational system framework for 
Veterinary Doctors  

1. Statistical data on Medical Veterinary Doctors in Greece 

Based on the statistical date in year 2017, there are 4.707 operating veterinary doctors all 

over Greece. In the vast majority the doctors are graduates from the Greek Universities, with 

a small percentage from UK or the countries at the Balkans. 

1.1. Medical Veterinary Doctors work-force analysis 
 

The main axes of employment of Medical Veterinary Doctors in Greece, based on a 2013 

year report (“ΠΑΙΔΕΙΑ” κτηνιατρική, Παρελθόν, παρόν & μέλλον by Konstantinos Mposkos 

from the University of Thessaloki), are largely two: the Private and the State/Public sector. 

At the Public sector the doctors are mainly occupied with Heal & Safety issues and audit. At 

the private sector, apart from those that own their our Vet Clinic (Free practitioners) they 

are employed in farms, cosmetic companies and by companies operating in the food 

industry (see table below) 

Private sector  
72% 
 

 Free practitioners (small & large animal clinics)  

 Farms – production animals: birds, animals & fishes  

 Food industries (health check)  

 Companies of veterinary products (cosmetics)  

State – Public sector  
18% 
 

 Ministry of Agriculture  

 Ministry of Education  

 Veterinary services of Prefectural Authorities  

 

The veterinary profession is required to serve many and different subjects in three main 

directions: Food & Safety and Public Health, Medical & Welfare of production animals and 

Medical & Welfare of companion animals 
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1.2. Gender of Medical Veterinary Doctors in Greece 

As stated by University secretary, male doctors 

use to dominate, yet in the recent years a shift 

has been noticed.  

Statistics on males and females in Greece reveal 

this analogy for males: 47% and for females: 

53%. (Source: http://www.statistics.gr/el/ : 

Ελληνική Στατιστική Αρχή (ΕΛΣΤΑΤ) Στοιχεία 

Έρευνας Ιατρών ) 

 

1.3. Age of Medical Veterinary Doctors in Greece 

The age distribution for the Medical Veterinary Doctors is equally distributed in the 

three large categories, based on the Greek Veterinary organization (2017y, data 

published to a university report by K. M. Mposkos).  

up to 35 years old: 1.081 

36-50 years old: 1.682 

50 years old and above: 1.944 

Can you indicate/ write source of information 

1.4. Geographical distribution of the Medical Veterinary Doctors 
 

In year 2013, as expected at the geographical 

locations around the big sites the percentage 

of the Veterinary Doctors is considerably 

higher than the rural areas as demonstrated 

at the following pic. 

 

This distribution shows a trend that in the big 

cities, the Medical Veterinary Doctors work-

http://www.statistics.gr/el/home?p_p_id=101&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_101_struts_action=%2Fasset_publisher%2Fview_content&_101_returnToFullPageURL=%2Fel%2Fhome%2F&_101_assetEntryId=2698513&_101_type=content&_101_urlTitle=infographic-ict-enterprises&inheritRedirect=false&redirect=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.statistics.gr%2Fel%2Fhome%3Fp_p_id%3D3%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dmaximized%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26_3_groupId%3D0%26_3_keywords%3D%25CE%25B9%25CE%25B1%25CF%2584%25CF%2581%25CE%25BF%25CE%25B9%26_3_struts_action%3D%252Fsearch%252Fsearch%26_3_redirect%3D%252Fel%252Fhome%252F
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force is mainly free practitioners who deal with companion-animals and  public/state 

employees. 

2. Statistical data on students and graduates  

At present there are three public Universities in Greece carrying on the highger university 

education in veterinary medicine.   

In 1950, the first University of the Vetenery studeis started in Thessaloniki (AUofTH) and in 

1984 the second university in Thessaly (UofTH). There is also a military school for Veterinary 

Doctors (SSAS), however the graduates of those are occupied 100% by the military or the 

police force.  

Traditionally the students at the Medical Veterinary Universities used to be dominated by 

the male gender decades ago. However, there has been a major swift and women are 

choosing to enter the veterinary universities more, in the last 3-4 years are woman. 

 

3. Aim of the educational system  in Veterinary Universities in Greece 

The aim of the veterinary universities is mainly to: train scientists, doctors able to deal with 

the protection of animal’s health, their pathology, farming and the improvement of animal 

production, methods and means of health controls for the protection of the public health. 

 

3.1. Formal rules of study 

Duration of study: 5 years  

Number of semesters: 10 (Each year's lessons/topics are taught in 2 semesters) 

Exams per year: the exams are conducted 3 times a year 

Mode of study: stationary (public funding)  

Entering exam: yes (the Pan-Hellenic exam) 

Specialized source of data: All universities have a library in electronic and printed form 
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3.2. Existing universities of veterinary in Greece & student capacity  
 

The teaching cababilities of the univeristies are 75 students per university. In oreder to enter 

the unversity a student has to sit for the Pan-Hellenic examination test, and the score that 

one has to achieve is among the higest. (see bellow table)  

Univerities: AUofTH UofTH SSAS 

No of Students 75 75 N/F 

Score 18.413 18.200 18.816 

Elected by candidates 
as the first choice 

752 184 N/F 

Source: Ministry of Education   * N/F : no relevant data was retieved  

3.3. Veterinary Study overview 
 

There are four courses regarding the topics of the Veterinary Universities in Greece, with a 

strong combination of theoretical analysis & obligatory participation of the practical 

applications, that has to do with the:  

• Theory – Choose: presenting & analyzing chapters of each course 

• Laboratory & tutorial exercises: putting in effect approaches, techniques for the 

development & enhancement of skills and the practical follow-up of phenomena 

analyzed during the lectures 

• Clinical exercises: perfecting the clinical skills and the study of veterinary science at a 

professional level (4th & 5th year of studies) 

• Educational visits: enriching students' experiences, bringing the students closer to 

the daily practice of the veterinary profession and broadening their professional 

horizons 

The structure of the department of studies is split in:  

• Structure & Functioning of Animal 

• Animal Production, Ichthyology, Environmental Protection 

• Infectious Diseases, Parasitic Diseases & Pathological Anatomy 

• Hygiene & Food Technology 

• Clinics 



32 
 

3.4. Veterinary studies on communication  

Under the “General professional knowledge” description for the students of the Medical 

Veterinary Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, it states, as its first statement:  

“S/He who graduates should be able to communicate with the animal owners of their 

animals, colleagues, in the private or public sector, and the state authorities. Especially in 

terms of communicating with the animal owners s/he must behave with kindness & 

willingness, and be able to express himself with simple & understandable way” 

Going through the analysis of the training program of both Universities, no direct 

lecture/topic on enhancing the communication skills of students were found. 

3.5. Final exam 

In Greece there is no national final exam that shall be passed at the end of the whole 

studies. 

4. Postgraduate education for Medical Veterinary Doctors in Greece   

Postgraduate education is offered at the University of Thessaly and is sponsored by the 

state. The student has to complete a study & do a practice term. 

 

Each student who wants to do a post-graduate degree has to hand in his/her proposal on the 

field of study & accompanied with a teacher’s approval can submit a thesis executive 

summary to the committee for approval.  

 

There are two main fields of post-graduate studies:  

• Pathological problems of farmed aquatic organisms 

• Aquaculture 

 

The training cycle is completed with diploma thesis (minimum 6 months) depending on the 

logistical and scientific requirements; the diploma thesis can be carried out in cooperation 

with a local or foreign centers or companies in Greece or abroad, as long as they formally 

operate an R&D department 
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5. Source of information / Appendix 

 

 Greek Ministry of Education http://www.minedu.gov.gr/  

 The Aristotle University of Thessaloniki – Veterinary http://www.vet.auth.gr/  

 The University of Thessaly - Faculty of Veterinary Science 

http://www.vet.uth.gr/english/index.html  

 Greek Military School of Corps Officers https://ssas.army.gr/  

 Greek  Employment & Career Structure  https://dasta.auth.gr/  

 The Greek Veterinary Org  http://hvms.gr/  

 European Board of Veterinary Specialization  https://ebvs.eu/countries/greece 

 Greek Ministry of Labour, Social Security & Welfare http://www.ypakp.gr/  

 

Media: 

 http://www.cnn.gr/ 

 http://www.diagnovet.gr  

 http://www.newsbomb.gr/  

 http://www.kathimerini.gr/ 

 

Other links 

 https://blogs.imf.org/2017/10/10  

 https://knoema.com/atlas/Greece/ 

 https://lovemypet.gr/  

 https://www.keeppet.gr/ 

 http://worldvet.org  

 eu.eyropa.eu 

  




